
Special Events Severe Weather Trigger Chart 
 

WEATHER 
THREAT 

ADVICE 
CONDITION 

LOCATION 
From Venue 

ACTION 
 

RESPONSIBILITY 

WEATHER 
ANTICIPATED 

48 HOURS 

 
ADVISORY 

 
N/A 

COMMUNICATION WITH CITY EVENT COORDINATOR AND EVENT ORGANIZER. 
MONITOR FORECAST. 

REVIEW INCLEMENT WEATHER AND EVACUATION PLANS WITH YOUR TEAM. 

 
EVENT 

ORGANIZER 

 
WEATHER ANTICIPATED 

24 HOURS 

 
ADVISORY 

ANTICIPATED 
WITHIN 
200 MILES 

COMMUNICATION WITH CITY EVENT COORDINATOR AND EVENT ORGANIZER. 
MONITOR FORECAST. 

COORDINATE WITH TEAM, EVENT EQUIPMENT / TENT / STAGE SUPPLIERS, ETC. 

 
EVENT 

ORGANIZER 

 

 
LIGHTNING OR THUNDERSTORM 

 

 
ADVISORY 

 

50 MILES 
ESTIMATED 

 
COMMUNICATION WITH CITY EVENT COORDINATOR AND EVENT ORGANIZER. 

POSSIBLE ON-SITE MEETING. 
ENSURE TEAM IS ON STANDBY TO IMPLEMENT INCLEMENT 

WEATHER / EVACUATION PLANS. 
PREPARE ANNOUNCEMENTS / VIDEO MESSAGE. MONITOR RADAR. 

 

EVENT 
ORGANIZER 

 
LIGHTNING OR 

SURFACE WINDS 30-40 MPH OR 
THUNDERSTORM WATCH OR 

TORNADO WATCH 

 

CONDITIONS ARE 
PRESENT OR 

WATCH IS ISSUED 

 

 
25 MILES 

ESTIMATED 

 
COMMUNICATION WITH CITY EVENT COORDINATOR AND EVENT ORGANIZER. 

SECURE EVENT VENUE - EQUIPMENT / TENTS / STAGES. 
NOTIFY EVENT ATTENDEES OF POSSIBLE THREAT. 

START ANNOUNCEMENTS / VIDEO MESSAGE. 
PREPARE TO EVACUATE WATER/MARINE EVENTS. 

MONITOR RADAR. 

 

EVENT 
ORGANIZER 

EVENT TEAM 

 
LIGHTNING OR 

SURFACE WINDS 30-40 MPH OR 
THUNDERSTORM WATCH OR 

TORNADO WATCH 

 

CONDITIONS ARE 
PRESENT OR 

WATCH IS ISSUED 

 

 
15 MILES 

ESTIMATED 

 
CONTINUE TO SECURE EVENT VENUE. 

TEAM IN POSITION TO IMPLEMENT INCLEMENT WEATHER / EVACUATION PLANS. 
2ND NOTIFICATION TO EVENT ATTENDEES OF POSSIBLE THREAT. 

CONTINUE ANNOUNCEMENTS / VIDEO MESSAGE. 
EVACUATE WATER/MARINE EVENTS. 

MONITOR RADAR. 

 

EVENT 
ORGANIZER 

EVENT TEAM 

 

LIGHTNING OR 
SURFACE WINDS 30-40 MPH OR 
THUNDERSTORM WARNING OR 

TORNADO WARNING 

 

CONDITIONS ARE 
PRESENT OR 
WARNING IS 

ISSUED 

 
 

10 MILES 
ESTIMATED 

 
COMMUNICATION WITH CITY EVENT COORDINATOR AND EVENT ORGANIZER. 

IMPLEMENT INCLEMENT WEATHER / EVACUATION PLANS. 
BEGIN EVACUATION OF EVENT SITE. 

NOTIFY EVENT ATTENDEES OF EVACUATION. 
CONTINUE ANNOUNCEMENTS / VIDEO MESSAGE. 

MONITOR CROWD MOVEMENT. CONTINUE TO SECURE EVENT VENUE. 
MONITOR RADAR. 

 

 
EVENT 

ORGANIZER 
EVENT TEAM 

LIGHTNING OR 
SURFACE WINDS 30-40 MPH OR 
THUNDERSTORM WARNING OR 

TORNADO WARNING 

CONDITIONS ARE 
PRESENT OR 
WARNING IS 

ISSUED 

 

8 MILES 

 

FINISH EVACUATION AND ALL PERSONS TAKE COVER. MONITOR EVENT VENUE. 
EVENT 

ORGANIZER 
EVENT TEAM 

 
ALL CLEAR 

 
Storm Passed 

All clear 

 
10 MILES 

 
INSPECT EVENT VENUE FOR DAMAGE. 

IF NO DAMAGE OR SAFETY ISSUES ARE IDENTIFIED, ALLOW RE-ENTRY AND CONTINUE EVENT. 
COMMUNICATION WITH CITY EVENT COORDINATOR AND EVENT ORGANIZER. 

EVENT 
ORGANIZER 

EVENT TEAM 

Note: The speed and direction of advancing storms and the size and nature of the event may alter the time needed to safely evacuate the site. 
Temporary structures shall not be used as sheltering locations for event participants. 
Failure to comply with the terms of the weather plan or any term or condition of the permit may result in the immediate revocation of the permit. 
Public safety agencies may order mandatory actions in the interest of public safety at any public place regardless of whether the permit has been revoked. 


